
Midlothian Friends Meeting 
Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business, held 8th day 5th month, 2011 – 

APPROVED 
 
Present were: Robyn Johnson, Assistant Clerk, Howard Brod, Jan Rappe, Scott Cannady, Dave 
Clark, Linda Miles, Ann Duncan, Chuck Grove, recording clerk. 
 
Robyn Johnson opened worship which included a reading out of the silence regarding Quaker 
Business Basics. 
 
Review of the minutes from the 4th Month Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 
Treasurer’s Report: In John Cain’s absence, the treasurer’s report for the fifth month was 
distributed. Fifth Month 2011 Treasurer’s Report Is attached. 
 
Reports 
Spiritual Nurture: Ann Duncan reported for the Spiritual Nurture Committee. Ann distributed 
the State of the Meeting report and reviewed the responses to the queries from the April 30, 
2011 Meeting for Clearness. There were a few revisions. The revised State of the Meeting 
report is attached. 
 
Thanks to Larry Barnett for compiling and summarizing the State of the Meeting report. The 
State of the Meeting report was approved as revised. 
 
Care and Counsel: Howard Brod reported for the Care and Counsel Committee. Howard 
reported that in reviewing the responsibilities of the Care and Counsel Committee, the 
committee discerned that their role was more of providing care (Clearness Committees, 
providing support and assistance as needed, etc.) and building community (Supporting Friendly 
Eights, Directory Maintenance, Membership Stewardship, etc.) and felt that changing the name 
to Care and Community would better define the responsibilities of the committee within 
Midlothian Friends Meeting. Further, the committee felt that the use of Counsel in the 
committee name implied “judgment” and as such could be intimidating to potential members of 
that committee. The name change from Care and Counsel to Care and Community was 
approved. The Care and Community Committee will review and update any documentation as 
needed to reflect the name change. 
 
Building and Grounds: Scott Cannady reported for the Building and Grounds Committee. Scott 
requested on behalf of the committee that the scope of the chimney repairs previously approved 
be expanded to include painting of the meeting house within the funding approved for the 
chimney repairs. Dave Clark distributed documents reflecting the need to paint the entire 
meeting house. Meeting approved painting of the entire meeting house within the funding of the 
chimney repairs. 
 
Dave Clark reviewed completion of the walking trail and reminded everyone to be as invisible 
as possible in using the trail. 
 
The meeting closed with silent worship. 



Midlothian Friends Meeting 

Annual State of the Meeting Report 

May 8, 2011 
 

 
Midlothian Friends gathered on April 30 for the annual “Gathering for Clearness.”  As a 

central part of this day, Friends held a worship sharing and responded to a series of 

queries about the spiritual life of our community.   

 

Friends recognize that there is a welcoming spirit present in our community.   While we 

acknowledge the complexity of our family and work lives, we affirm our sense of 

connectedness in spirit.  Whether caring for aging parents or dealing with financial stress, 

it has been challenging for some to be as actively involved in Midlothian Friends 

Meeting.  At times, concern has been felt about the small number of people attending 

meeting.  As a result, the Care & Counsel Committee recently fostered opportunities for a 

number of “Friendly Eights” that allow for more community involvement and support.  

Throughout the various transitions and natural evolution of this Meeting, even amidst the 

more difficult aspects of change, there is trust that Way will open.  The gifts of Meeting 

are many, and there is gratitude for the acceptance and understanding that Friends offer to 

one another.  The relationships and sharing found in Meeting are a source of joy and 

sustenance, and there is an overall sense that Meeting is “going in the right direction.”  

Meeting feels safe and supportive, providing a sense of home to those who attend 

regularly, as well as those who come from time to time.  The spirit continues to move in 

ways that open us to one another and to new possibilities for deeper community.    

 

During Meeting for Worship, people speak mindfully, with care and attention.  The vocal 

ministry varies from week to week, with Friends carefully discerning and listening to the 

leadings of that still, inner voice.  One member expressed that Meeting for Worship 

provides a taste of “eternity,” a mystical experience in community with others.  Often 

Meeting provides a much-needed respite, with a quiet space that is essential to our well-

being and replenishment.  Whether we are silent or vocal, Meeting for Worship continues 

to be the essential center of our Meeting community.   

 

Meeting for Business has more recently been conducted in a worshipful and spirit-

centered manner.  There is appreciation for the care, attention and discipline brought to 

this by our clerk. Given the small size of our community, finances and the budget are 

ongoing challenges.  Despite these concerns, Business Meeting has stayed true to the 

Spirit and “kept the faith.”  The process of decision-making is respectful, beneficial and 

productive.  Those who attend Business Meeting find it very meaningful and enriching.  

There is a sense of energy in Business Meeting with good representation of the overall 

community.  It enhances and mirrors the qualities of the regular Meeting for Worship. 

 

 

 

 



Midlothian Friends committees provide the foundation for Meeting business, and 

members find great support in these group relationships.  Our committee clerks are aware 

of how important well-functioning committees are to the life of the Meeting, despite 

fluctuating attendance.  Our committees cooperate in a way that moves the entire 

community along joyfully, led by the Spirit.  Using Quaker process helps our committee 

to move forward, authentically addressing issues or problems.  Committees also provide 

an interface for the larger community, providing us with an opportunity in regards to 

social action.  

 

We not only find support within our individual community, but also through various 

resources that continue to be a powerful source of community outreach. The Thrifty 

Quaker, a thrift store established by Midlothian Friends Meeting for the purpose of 

providing outreach, exemplifies positive engagement with the larger society outside of 

our own Meeting. Quaker witness and process is evident in the manner in which 

employees behave, and Quaker literature is provided to those who may be searching.  It 

provides one avenue for inviting people outside of Meeting to Quaker events.  The 

Quaker Town Crier, an internal email distribution list, is also a very effective 

communication tool that benefits Meeting. It assists us in keeping in touch with each 

other, and staying abreast of what’s going on in one another’s lives as well as in the 

overall Meeting community.  

 

Midlothian Friends continues to grow and evolve.  We cherish the loving relationships 

found in Meeting, and the sense of spirit we find in silent worship.   We continue to seek 

the light, and aspire to walking “cheerfully over the earth, greeting that of God in 

everyone.”  

 

 



Income End of Month Account Balance (less LTNR Fund) $3,255.86

Contributions $1,056.08 $4,224.30 $5,210.00 $985.70 Previous Month Account Balance $3,140.20

B&G Contributions $8.33 $33.33 $0.00 ($33.33) Total Income (YTD) $5,210.00

Total Expenses (YTD) $4,029.14

Long Term Non-Recurring Expense Fund $1,500.00

TOTAL INCOME $4,257.64 $5,210.00 $952.36

Expense

B&G

Long Term Expenses $100.00 $400.00 $300.00 $100.00

Minor Repair $10.00 $40.00 $0.00 $40.00 End of Month Account Balance $1,231.03

Property & Liab Ins - Other $97.58 $390.33 $302.75 $87.58 Income (YTD) $125.00

Dominion Power $108.19 $432.77 $732.19 ($299.42) Expense (YTD) $0.00

C&C

Fund for Support $41.67 $166.67 $125.00 $41.67

Gifts & Programs $4.17 $16.67 $0.00 $16.67

Fin Stewardship

SunTrust Mortgage $332.31 $1,329.24 $1,329.24 $0.00

Homewood Mortgage $302.99 $1,211.96 $1,211.96 $0.00

BYM Apportionment $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Misc Expenses $4.17 $16.67 $0.00 $16.67

Clearing Donation $20.83 $83.33 $0.00 $83.33

Hospitality

Goods & Services $8.33 $33.33 $0.00 $33.33

Library

Books & Periodicals $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

PSAC

Interfaith Cncl for Pub Policy $8.33 $33.33 $0.00 $33.33

FCNL $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Gifts & Programs $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Quake

Operating Budget $4.17 $16.67 $0.00 $16.67

RE

Gifts & Programs $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Materials & Supplies $16.67 $66.67 $0.00 $66.67

Spiritual Nurture

Gifts & Programs $5.00 $20.00 $0.00 $20.00

Other

Clearing Donation ($250/CY) $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Friends Journal Ad $0.00 $0.00 $28.00 ($28.00)

Day Camp Expenses $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

TOTAL EXPENSE $1,064.41 $4,257.64 $4,029.14 $228.50

Fund for Support Account

Monthly 

Budget
Budget YTD Actual YTD

for the period 1/1/2011-4/30/2011

TREASURER'S REPORT - FIFTH MONTH, 2011

Budget and Expenses Summary 

Delta YTD Operating Account
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